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The 49th Security Forces Squad-
ron is taking a different approach
to  pa t ro l l ing  the  s t ree ts  of
Holloman these days.

The Security Forces Bike Patrol
Program, which  started in the Air
Force in the mid 1990s, began at
Holloman in April.

Bike patrols help put a human
face on SFS’s mission of policing
the community, said Tech. Sgt.
Charles Hawkins, Police Services
NCO in charge. The areas they pa-
trol include housing, the Base Ex-
change and the BMX and skate
parks.

“Due to September 11th and
world-wide deployments, security
forces had trouble implementing
bike patrols because of manning,”
Sergeant Hawkins said. “To en-
hance the security forces image, we
brought back the bike patrol for
closer, visible and less threatening
contact with the base community.
Hopefully people will recognize
these bike patrols and feel more
comfortable with them in their
neighborhoods.”

Bike patrols complement the se-
curity forces mission in a variety
of ways, Sergeant Hawkins said.
The patrols not only serve as a force

Bicycle
cops on
patrol
by Airman 1st Class
Stephen Collier
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Photo by Airman 1st Class Stephen Collier

Ready for war
Airman 1st Class Brian Taylor, 49th Maintenance Squadron
Material Applications Repair Specialist augmentee, and Staff
Sgt. Armond Cornin, MARS, go over how to properly use the
Wichitech hot bonding unit, which applies pressure and heat
to the fiber composite skin of the F-117A Nighthawk Tuesday.
The 49th MXS spent more than 100 man-hours repairing this
jet to meet generation requirements during the Operational
Readiness Exercise. During the ORE, 140 MXS personnel spent
more than 1,000 man-hours to deploy 24 jets within 72 hours.
Active duty members are reminded to wear their BDU caps
until the Operational Readiness Inspection is completed.

See BIKES on page 5
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The Hotline is your direct link to
the 49th Fighter Wing commander. If
you’ve tried to solve the problem
yourself and haven’t been able to get
results,  call 572-7500 or e-mail
cc.hotline@holloman.af.mil. Before
submitting a Hotline, please give the
appropriate agencies a chance to
work out the problem.

otline

olloman

572-7500572-7500572-7500572-7500572-7500H

There is a park on the cor-
ner of Patrick and Boeing
Avenue. The playground
equipment has bad lan-

guage written all over it in permanent
black marker. This language is not suit-
able for kids who play at this park. I am
not sure who to contact about getting the

Q:

A:
Thank you for bringing
the graffiti issue to our at-
tention.  As you know, our
civil engineers are respon-

sible for the maintenance and repair of
real property installed playground equip-
ment.  They were unaware of the graffiti,
but thanks to your call they sent a crew
out on April 11 and removed it immedi-
ately.  They also inspected some of the
other playgrounds in the area and found
them all to be free of graffiti. I would like
to thank you again for being involved
and bringing this important issue to our
attention.  It takes all of us to keep a watch-
ful eye and report situations like these.  If
you see any other areas that need atten-
tion, feel free to contact me through the
Hotline program or call the CE Customer
Service unit at 572-3223.

equipment cleaned or repainted.

TODAY

MONDAY

SUNDAY

SATURDAY

High: 73
Low: 44

High: 81
Low: 53

High: 79
Low: 49

High: 75
Low: 47

Weather forecast provided by the
49th Operations Support Squadron Weather Flight

Photo by Senior Airman Erik Somppi

Taking the lead
Col. Kenneth Murphy, 53rd Test and Evaluation Group commander
and presiding officer, returns a salute to Lt. Col. Richard Silong dur-
ing his change of command ceremony April 22. Colonel Silong, the
new Det. 1, 53rd TEG commander, took over command from Lt. Col.
Kevin Sullivan. Colonel Silong reported to the 49th Fighter Wing in
December 2001 to train in the F-117A Nighthawk with the 7th Combat
Training Squadron. He was then assigned to the 9th Fighter Squadron
and in 2002 was reassigned to the 8th Fighter Squadron. In September
2003, he received orders to report to Det. 1, 53rd TEG, where he was
director of operations until becoming commander.
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Over  the  las t  60  years ,
Holloman has served as the
proving grounds for America’s
front line weapons, aircraft and
equipment.  Frequently,  the
technical expertise and hero-
ism of the base’s people have
garnered national attention. In
1955, Col. (Dr.) John Stapp
graced  the  cover  of  Time
magazine, as they dubbed him,
“The Fastest Man on Earth.” As
man journeyed to the moon,
20th Century Fox filmed the
movie “On the Threshold of
Space” at Holloman. In 1992,
the base returned to promi-
nence  when the  F-117A
emerged from the black world
and made the Tularosa Basin
its new home.

Yet, the greatest amount of
international media attention
on Hol loman occurred  on
March 30,  1982,  when the
Space  Shut t le  Columbia
landed at Northrup Strip on
White Sands Missile Range.

On this,  the third Space
Shuttle mission, the previ-
ously arranged landing site at
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.,
had been washed out by high
ra ins  and  f looding .  Af ter
NASA stated they would be
landing the shuttle at White
Sands, the 833rd Air Division
commander at Holloman, Col.
Charles A. Horner, told base
members;  “The Space Shuttle
recovery at Northrup Strip will
focus the eyes of the world on
White Sands Missile Range,
Holloman and the Air Force.
We have a tremendous oppor-
tunity to show what we can do
from logistics to crash/rescue
support to hosting visitors.”

Colonel Horner, who went
on to command allied air op-
era t ions  dur ing  Opera t ion
Desert Storm, aptly empha-

sized the role Holloman per-
sonnel would play in the Space
Shuttle landing. Although the
craft landed at the strip on
White Sands Missile Range,
the effort required the assis-
tance  of  near ly  1 ,400
Holloman people—contribut-
ing over 36,000 man-hours to
the effort.

Support required for the
landing s tretched across
Holloman and impacted nearly
every squadron. In addition to
the normally assumed support
of security forces and fire de-
partment, airfield management
coordinated the arrival and
parking of more than 60 aircraft
which came into Holloman for
the event. The BEAR Base team
set up eight general purpose
shelters and an aircraft hangar
used by NASA. Communica-
tions specialists provided vital
support, with UHF and VHF ra-
dios, used by the on-scene com-
mander, command posts, rescue
helicopters and the Holloman
Hospital.

Housing and feeding the
hundreds of people who came
into the base to support the
landing,  the 49th Services
Squadron provided 500 box
lunches to workers on Northrup
Strip and served 1,000 meals
more than usual at the dining

facilities and officers’ club. In
order to practice emergency ex-
traction procedures, the Test
Group modified a B-52 nose
section to resemble the Space
Shuttle cabin.

Finally, all of the work and
planning  came to  f ru i t ion
when the Columbia landed at
Northrup Strip in front of a
crowd of 10,000 spectators and
the international media.

S ince  the  f i r s t  Space
Shuttle mission, White Sands
Space Harbor has served as
one of NASA’s tertiary landing
si tes .  Recently,  NASA an-
nounced that the location has
been elevated to its primary
emergency landing location.
Addi t ional ly,  the  Space
Shuttle Discovery is sched-
uled to return to flight in mid-
May.

With the increased respon-
sibility of supporting NASA’s
primary alternate landing site,
coupled  wi th  the  Space
Shuttle’s return to flight, Team
Holloman could well be called
upon again  to  suppor t  the
shuttle landing. The words of
Colonel Horner remain as true
today as they did 23 years ago,
as we may have a tremendous
opportunity to showcase our
talents before the eyes of the
world.

Space shuttle support:
our emerging mission
by Master Sgt.
Greg Henneman
49th Fighter Wing
History Office

Courtesy photo

The Space Shuttle Columbia lands at the White Sands
Space Harbor on March 30, 1982.
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The 49th Security Forces
Squadron handled the follow-
ing incidents from April 18 to
21.

Patrol response
• April 19: An Airman re-

ported that she gave some
items to another airman and
she wouldn’t give them back.

Property loss, dam-
age or theft

• April 18: An NCO reported
the numbers on the side of
dorm 335 were damaged. The

NCO found the number “3” in the
first floor laundry room.

• April 18: A civilian reported
a window was damaged on Sage
Court.

• April 18: An Airman reported
a claw gardening tool was stolen
from his front yard on Eddy Loop.

• April 19: There was a minor
accident between two privately
owned vehicles in the building
578 parking lot. One driver hit
the other while backing up.

• April 19: There was a minor
accident between two POVs in the
base library parking lot. One ve-
hicle struck the other while back-
ing up.

• April 19: An Airman reported
his vehicle was damaged in the
CE compound.  He found two
scratches approximately six
inches long.

• April 21: An Airman re-
ported his vehicle was dam-
aged in the dorm 452 parking
lot. He found a dent on the pas-
senger side door.

Tickets
Security forces issued four

tickets: one for speeding and
three for causing an accident.

Car vandalism
There have been a high

number of cars keyed or van-
dalized on base recently.  If
you have any information
concerning these incidents or
any other incident, call secu-
rity forces at 572-7171 or your
first sergeant.  For the Crime
Stop Help Line, please con-
tact security forces at 572-
1100 or dial 911.

BIKES Continued from page 1

multiplier but, according to
Sergeant Hawkins, save the
squadron almost $1,800 annu-
ally.

“The bike patrol
is definitely fuel
efficient,” he said.
“Instead of Air-
men being posted
in a vehicle which
costs the taxpay-
ers  money for
fuel, the bike pa-
trols run off pure
phys ica l  energy
and adrenaline.”

The patrols also offer
secur i ty  forces  f lex ib i l i ty
where the pavement ends and
the sidewalk begins. Bike pa-
trols have the ability to re-
spond faster throughout base
housing because, according to

Sergeant Hawkins, they can
take short cuts that normal pa-
trol vehicles can’t use.

Sergeant Hawkins
wants  to  remind

the community
to  in t roduce
themselves  to
the bike patrols
when they see
them.

“Get to know
your  b ike  pa-
t ro lmen and

women if you see
them riding through

your neighborhood,”
he said. “Tell them your con-
cerns and what problems you
see in your community. With
your assistance, we can make
Holloman a more safe and se-
cure place.”
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DDR deters drug use, protects Holloman

With a positive testing percentage of less
than .32, the Holloman Drug Demand Re-
duction Program has made its point.

Mr. Dave Bedwell, the DDR program
manager, said the program is designed to deter
drug use to maintain mission readiness.

“It’s not just to catch criminals,” he said.
“With the critical implications for mission
readiness -- being ready to deploy at a
moment’s notice —the program gives com-
manders confidence that their troops are free
of illegal substances that could jeopardize
the mission.”

The Air Force goal is to test 65 percent of
the populace annually.

“We’re well ahead of what the Air Force
goal is to have tested because we’ve been
very aggressive,” he said. “We use a com-
puter-generated program. It’s a random pro-
cess. The computer picks the day we test. It
picks the people we test.”

Mr. Bedwell said that now he can adjust
the time of testing. So, the office doesn’t
have to test during a day shift, they can test
at night as well.

“We’ve done that and we’ve found that
it’s effective in getting those members that

by 2nd Lt.
Melissa J. Stevens
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

are normally working night shifts and who
don’t get tested,” he said.

He said he thinks the Holloman DDR pro-
gram is a very effective deterrent based on
the number of positives they’ve had.

“We’re in a very high drug-trafficking
area,” he said. “How-
ever, because of our test-
ing program and the
amount of testing that
we do, we’ve had very
few positives this fiscal
year.”

He said he wants the
base to know that the
DDR program is a very
viable program.

“This drug testing
program is very good,”
he said. “If someone is
using drugs we’re going
to catch them eventu-
ally. So they’re taking a chance. The bad
part about it is they’re taking a chance that
can ruin their career, their health, their fami-
lies and friends by making a wrong deci-
sion.”

Col. Matt Adkins, 49th Medical Group
commander, said Mr. Bedwell runs an ex-
ceptional DDR program.

“It is through his efforts that we enjoy a

nearly drug free environment here at
Holloman,” he said. “While the overwhelm-
ing majority of active duty personnel have
nothing to do with illicit use of drugs, there
are a few who compromise their integrity.
Unfortunately, we all have to be subject to

random drug screens to
catch those few.”

The three compo-
nents of the Drug De-
mand Reduction Pro-
gram are education, pre-
vention and deterrence,
Mr. Bedwell said.

He said the random
drug testing is the deter-
rent part of the program,
but he likes to focus
mainly on education
and prevention.

“We’re working with
the community agencies

downtown to interweave Holloman’s pro-
gram with their community programs,” Mr.
Bedwell said. “We want to get the word out,
not only is this about drug testing, but we
have information that’s valuable for the
squadron commanders.”

Mr. Bedwell said one of their target areas
is making people aware of the illegality of
using prescription drugs without a prescrip-

tion. He said it’s a problem within the Air
Force community, as well as with teenagers
across the country.

He said according to recent reports, the
drug of choice for teenagers has switched to
prescription drug use because of its easy ac-
cessibility from their parents’ medicine cabi-
nets. According to the 2004 Partnership At-
titude Tracking study, one in five teenagers
have abused prescription drugs.

“We want to make sure that parents know
what the problems are with teens today,” he
said. “We’ve got a lot of kids on base. We
can teach them to look at the signs, to be
aware and pay attention because these things
are happening in people’s homes.”

On the side

To find out more:
• Kids’ Fest: 5 to 7 p.m., today at

the Youth and Teen Center
• Health Fair: 10 a.m., May 6 at the

Fitness and Sports Center
• www.stopdrugs.org: site designed

to teach parents how to ident i fy
drugs, drug use and drug prevention

• www.drugfree.org: provides fami-
lies with information, tools and strat-
egies for healthy drug-free living

•  Cal l  Mr.  Dave Bedwel l  a t
572-2187.
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Tech. Sgt. Dirk Mitchell,
49th Security Forces Squadron
Combat Arms Training and
Maintenance NCO in charge,
stares through the sites of an
M-4 Carbine rifle and fires
shot after shot at two dozen
enemy insurgents charging to-
ward  h im across  the  sand
dunes, firing weapons of their
own.  Sergeant Mitchell places
a few well-aimed shots and
four rebels instantly drop to
the dusty earth.

Instead of facing these hos-
tile insurgents in a forward-de-
ployed loca t ion ,  Sergeant
Mitchell confronts the enemy
on a 30-foot wide, 8-foot high
simulator within in the dark-
ened confines of CATM’s new
training classroom. Instead of
rea l  bul le t s ,  Sergeant
Mitchell’s weapon fires hard
nylon spheres at the terrorists.

Sergeant Mitchell is using
the Engagement Skill Trainer
2000,  a  $112,000 portable
weapons training system ca-
pable of handling ten students
at  a  t ime and taking them
through a variety of scenarios.

“With the EST 2000, CATM
is able  to  subject  securi ty
forces  members  to  urban ,
jungle and desert terrain,” said
Sergeant Mitchell. “There’s a
definite element of realism to
these scenarios.”

Sergeant  Mi tchel l  sa id
CATM can construct scenarios
and tailor them to a specific
training need.

“We can put as many en-
emy, airplanes, helicopters and
vehicles into the scene as we
want to challenge the Airmen,”
he said.

CATM can also program
weapons malfunctions into the
scenar ios  to  increase  the
shooters weapons handling
skills, said Staff Sgt. Brandon
Adkins, 49th Security Forces
CATM instructor.

 “Jus t  because  secur i ty
forces members carry weapons
everyday doesn’t mean they
have all the confidence they

CATM goes virtual
by Tech. Sgt. Ray Bowden
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

need to finish a fight. The sys-
tem can really help with those
issues,” said Sergeant Adkins.

Along wi th  provid ing
CATM students with an assort-
ment of terrain and situations,
Sergeant Mitchell said the EST
2000 has the capability of fir-
ing all heavy weapons, includ-
ing the M-60, the M-203 Gre-
nade Launcher and even the
Mark 19.

The EST 2000 is also used
to  he lp  Airmen who have
trouble firing on the range.

It allows CATM instructors
to monitor an Airman’s trigger
pressure and their sight align-
ment, said Sergeant Adkins.

“We can  work  on  bas ic
weapons skills in a controlled
environment no matter how
hot or cold, day and night,”
said Sergeant Adkins.

Sergeant Mitchell said after
practicing fundamental weap-
ons skills with the EST 2000,
most Airmen qualify on the fir-
ing range with minimal prob-
lems.

The 49th SFS CATM sec-
tion plans to include the 49th
Civil Engineer Squadron   into
the i r  t ra in ing ,  Sergeant
Mitchell  said,  as there are
many situations CE may en-
counter during deployments
that the EST 2000 will ac-
quaint them with.

This system will prepare
Airmen who have yet to de-
ploy for a variety of possibili-
ties, said Sergeant Mitchell.

 “CATM is keeping up with
technology and that’s impor-
tant to the younger generation
of  Airmen,”  sa id  Sergeant
Adkins.

Sergeant Mitchell said most
Airmen who have used the
EST 2000 thus far say they
look forward to returning and
giving it another shot.

 “The EST 2000 makes the
experience of coming to the
range and firing more enjoy-
able,” said Sergeant Mitchell,
“It places people in scenarios
more intense than the firing
line; on the firing line you just
have to concentrate on your
target.”
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ACROSS
1. F-104 ___fighter
5. USAF PME for (S)Sgts
8. F-106 Delta ___
12. Former Houston player
14. Internet provider
15. F-5
16. Catty
17. Regret
18. Distress
19. Conjunction
21. And so forth, in brief
23. Trail
26. Actress Tyler
27. F-101s
32. Mil. mailing address
33. USAFA student
34. Sea eagle
35. Second part of ____ 66
ACROSS
38. Golf shoe part
39. Game of strategy
40. Miami sports team
41. Hair or nail place
44. T-38
48. Stomp
49. Love
52. Oklahoma town
53. Ruler
55. Army bed

Planes of the ‘50s, ‘60s, part 2
57. Espirit
58. USAF pioneer Gen. ___ C.
Eaker
59. Exploit
60. F-105 Thunder ____
64. Young woman
66. F-100
71. Mother-of-pearl
72. Bullring cheer
73. T-37
74. Musical composition
75. USN AFB equivalent
76. California wine valley
DOWN
1. ... — ...
2. Sn on the periodic table
3. Boxing legend
4. Yellow & Orange mixed
5. F-111
6. Yankee great Gehrig
7. Shirt part
8. Prod
9. Past
10. Cartoon __ & Stimpy
11. Attempt
13. Authentic
15. Tex-Mex dinner item
20. Central American country;
ISO code
22. Small child

23. ___ Vegas; home to Nellis
AFB
24. Kwik-E-Mart owner on The
Simpsons
25. Political party for 69 DOWN
28. F-102 ___ Dagger
29. Mining goal
30. Cat __ _ Hot Tin Roof
31. Place
36. Chafe
37. Dog star ___ Tin Tin
38. Feline
40. C-130
41. Sault __ Marie
42. Appendage
43. Chop off
45. Track segment
46. Lyrical poem
47. Quick rest
49. Commander’s region of con-
trol, in brief
50. U-2 ____ Lady
51. Greek goddess of the dawn
54. Prevalent
56. Exam
60. CSAF’s USN counterpart
61. General of the Air Force
Henry “___” Arnold
62. Specialized hospital sec-
tion, in brief

63. Hospitals, in short
65. Maxwell AFB state, in short
67. Bristlelike appendage
68. Golden Girl Arthur

69. Dem.’s opponent
70. Greek letter

Answers on page 11
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First Lt. Danielle Boz, 386th Air Expeditionary Wing, checks
the fit of a new Air Force physical training uniform jacket
at a forward-deployed location.  The jacket and matching
warm-up pants combine with new Air Force PT shorts and
shirts to give Airmen a uniform they can wear both off-
duty and while exercising.

Photo by Capt. Aaron Burgstein

The new PT uniform is available at Military Clothing
Sales. Mandatory wear date is to be determined.

Cost
T-shirt: $9.15
Trunks: $12
Jacket: $61.05
Pants: 37.65

Requirements:
• Hats aren’t required, but organizational hats are allowed.
• Any combination of items may be worn (pants and T-

shirt, pants and jacket, T-shirt and shorts, etc.).
• Pants must be zipped at the legs.
• White socks, ankle or calf length, must be worn.
• Shoes must be conservative in color.
• Air Force T-shirts, both short and long sleeved, must be

worn tucked in.

PT uniform details



BASIN BRIEFS

Answers from page 8

Flickinger events
• Cascada de Flores: 7:30 p.m.,

May 6. Tickets are $20 for adults
and $15 for children. This trio,
with a talent and passion for the
rich cultural heritage of Mexico
and Cuba, has elicited an extraor-
dinary response from diverse au-
diences, media and fellow musi-
cians. Cascada de Flores features
instruments such as guitars, vo-
cal harmonies, flute and foot-
work. Cascada de Flores presents
their music and dance programs
for children in schools, libraries
and theaters.

• Tailgate at New Mexico Mu-
seum of Space History: 8 p.m.
(gates open at 6:30 p.m.), June
11. Steven Smith and Hard Road,
a Bluegrass Band.

Tailgate renewal sales began
April 1. Open spaces go on sale

May 9.
Walk-ups are $5 per person.
For more information, call

437-2202.

 Earth Day Fair
The 11th Annual Community

Earth Day Fair is 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Saturday at the Alameda Park
Zoo. Live entertainment all day,
children’s Science Fair and solar
car kit contests, supervised
children’s activities all day, more
than 80 exhibits and entertainers
including alternative energy, en-
vironmental groups, civic orga-
nizations, outdoor recreation,
State and National Parks, medi-
cal testing, nutrition and food
safety and lots more.

There is an Earth Day tree sale
during the fair.

Trees will cost 50 cents and

mulch is free with tree purchase.
For more information call Mr.

Chuck Galusha at 434-6296 or
chuckg@zianet.com.

Saturday in the park
Saturday in the park is 10 a.m.

to 6 p.m., May 21 at Washington
Park. The event will honor the
military personnel from
Holloman.

For more information, call
2nd Lt. Shantece Wade at 572-
5406.

Jesus Jam
There is a Jesus Jam Event to

honor our troops and their fami-
lies at 7:30 p.m. on the National
Day of Prayer, Thursday, at the
Flickinger Theater.

For more information, call
434-5338.
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Photos by Airman 1st Class Heather Frady

Top left: Staff Sgt. Tina Horton, 49th Maintenance Squad-
ron, checks x-ray to verify the stability of a weld certifica-
tion tube. The nondestructive inspection lab inspects air-
craft and equipment for corrosion, analyzes oil samples for
magnetic particles, and ensures the structural integrity of
the wing’s aircraft and support equipment for everyday train-
ing and real-world combat missions.

Bottom left: Airman 1st Class Megan Zylka calibrates the
nondestructive laboratories ultrasonic unit. The NDI lab
uses several inspection methods, including X-rays, magnetic
particle, ultrasonic, liquid penetrate and eddy current.

Top right: Airman 1st Class Erika Magee uses a Spectral-
M machine to burn a small amount of oil in order to find
out what it's components are.

Above: Airman 1st Class Erika Magee programs a Spec-
tral-M machine. The NDI lab inspects and supports equip-
ment for internal and external problems, such as corrosion
and cracks on the inside of tubes, wings and pylons.
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One of the largest units in the 49th Civil
Engineer Squadron, the Heating, Ventila-
tion, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
shop is responsible for keeping Airmen cool
in the summer and warm in the winter.

“Our service to the base is to maintain all
of the comfort heating and cooling needs
along with all the critical equipment require-
ments of the base,” said Mr. Michael Zanelli,
49th CES Operations Flight manager.

He said the unit’s major duties include
repairs, installations and preventive mainte-
nance on boilers, chillers, evaporative cool-
ers, air compressors, air delivery and exhaust
systems, humidifiers, ice machines and
kitchen equipment.

“Our mission is first to maintain critical
A/C systems in direct support of the wing’s
flying mission,” he said. “Secondly, we main-
tain the base’s needs in heating, cooling and
ventilating in more than 600 facilities.”

Mr. Zanelli said HVAC performs annual
conversions twice a year, once in the spring
and once in the fall.

He said the shop is converting to cooling
right now, and they are more than 80 percent
completed and should finish by early May.

“For the most part we have a schedule,”
he said. “We take care of living quarters
first, then 24-hour facilities and then we do
the industrial facilities on base.”

During this time he asks people to be pa-
tient while the shop is accomplishing an-
nual their turn-ons.

“The rest of the year we’re pretty respon-
sive,” said Mr. Zanelli. “We don’t have many
jobs that stay in the system for a long time.”

He said they don’t always have the parts
available to fix a unit immediately, but they
do contact the customer to inform them
the part had to be ordered.

Master Sgt. Robert Persinger, the HVAC
NCO in charge, said there are a lot of young
Airmen who work in the shop.

“We have a good shop,” he said. “They’re
all working hard and getting the training
they need to do the job.”

Photos by Senior Airman Dee Ericksonmoen

Above left: Airman 1st Class Brandon
Skinner (left) and Airman 1st Class
Joseph Glaub (right), both 49th CES,
replace a condenser fan motor.
Far left: Senior Airman Mark Hewitt
troubleshoots an electrical problem
with a mission critical air condition-
ing unit.
Left: Airman Glaub, replaces a fan
guard on a condenser unit.

by 2nd Lt. Melissa J. Stevens
49th Fighter Wing Public Affairs
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Fixing the dents in Holloman’s mission
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The Holloman Hero submission form is available online. It can be downloaded at: https://
wwwmil.holloman.af.mil/wing/49FW_PA/internal.html Photo by Senior Airman Vanessa LaBoy

Duty title: Security Forces trainer
Time in service: Six years, one month
Time at Holloman:  Two years, one
month
Hometown: Pensacola, Fla.
Personal and Career goals:  My per-
sonal and career goals are to attain a
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice
and serve 20 honorable years of mili-
tary service.
Why is serving in the Air Force im-
portant to you?

Having had a nearly four-year
break in service while working as a
civilian police officer, I chose to come
back in the Air Force to fulfill my need
to better serve my country.  I wanted
to make a difference and fulfill a goal
of supervising. I do not regret getting
out of the Air Force to pursue work-
ing as a police officer; however, in
light of the events of September 11,
2001, I felt I needed to do more.
What accomplishment during your
Air Force career are you most proud
of?

I am most proud of working in the
training section of Security Forces. I
have had experiences that I feel can
possibly make a difference to others.

– Maj. Stephen L. Weaver
49th SFS commander

The best way I think I can share those
experiences is through the training envi-
ronment. Not only with on-the-job situa-
tions, but also with life experiences. I do
not look at myself to change the mind of
someone who is positive about getting
out of the military, but I can possibly help
someone’s indecision to get out or stay
in the military by sharing my experiences
of having been out and coming back in.
Core value portrayed “Excellence in all
we do”:

During the past two years, Sergeant
Luberto has deployed in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, trained secu-
rity forces personnel in critical skills such
as physical apprehension and use of force
and provided deploying LRS personnel
with basic combat convoy training. Cur-
rently, he’s helping to develop Ready-to-
Deploy Training for all 49th Fighter
Wing personnel deploying to the Central
Command theater.  Matt’s the kind of
troop commanders strive to get and fight
to keep; reliable and steadfast with in-
tegrity above reproach. We’re proud he’s
a Defender.
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Chapel Services
Weekday Masses  –

11:30 a.m.,  Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday.

Sunday –  Catholic
Mass, 9 a.m.  and 5 p.m.

• Sacrament of Pen-
ance, 4 p.m.

• General Protestant
Worship Service, 11 a.m.

•  Protestant Sunday
School  is 9:30 a.m. and
Catholic Religious Edu-
cation is 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day at Holloman Interme-
diate School.
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On the
BIG SCREEN

Robots (PG)
6 p.m., today and Sunday

Hostage (R)
6 and 9 p.m., Saturday

Construction zone
• Construction on the new

west gate will be May 9 to Sep-
tember 2005. Traffic will be
routed via the bypass to mini-
mize congestion at the con-
struction site. Privately owned
vehicles are encouraged to use
the main gate instead of the
west gate.

For more information, call
the Construction Management
Office at 572-5832.

• Active vehicle barriers will
be installed at all three main
installation gates. Construc-
tion at the La Luz gate has
started and is projected to have
minimal disruption to traffic.
Upon completion of the La Luz
gate, construction will begin
on the inbound lanes of First
Street and the main gate en-
trance to Santa Fe. The main
gate entrance to Santa Fe Street
housing will be temporarily
closed. Traffic on First Street
will be temporarily shifted to
the outbound lanes. Construc-
tion at the west gate will com-
mence upon completion of First
Street.  At the La Luz and west
gates, there will be a traffic by-
pass. Construction is expected
to last for 90 days.

• The Vandergrift Road re-
pair project to resurface and
widen approximately 2.4
miles from Douglas Road to the
new CATM facility will begin
on Monday and last for 120
days.  Construction work will
be phased and flagmen will be
posted at each end of the work
zone with an escort  car  to

guide vehicles  in  order
to ensure traffic flows safely
and smoothly.  The speed limit
through the work zone will be
30 mph; so delays should be
expected.

Red Cross volunteers
The Red Cross is taking ap-

plications for the teen summer
volunteer program.  You can
pick up the application at the
Holloman Middle School of-
fice or the front door of the Red
Cross office, building 222.
Drop off completed applica-
tions at the Red Cross office
between 9:30 and 11 a.m.,
Monday through Thursday. Ori-
entation begins June 3.

For more information, call
Ms. Peggy Sweeney at 572-
7066.

Society of Military
Widows

The new chapter of the Soci-
ety of Military Widows meets
at 10 a.m., May 11 in the Com-
munity Activities Center.

Heart Link
The next Heart Link Pro-

gram is 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., May
12 in the Committee of Fifty
Room at the Officers’ Club. This
program is designed to intro-
duce Air Force spouses married
five years or less to the Air
Force lifestyle, as well as famil-
iarize command spouses with
new resources.  Heart
Link provides information
about Air Force customs, cour-
tesies and resources for fami-
lies. Reservations are required.
Breakfast and lunch are pro-
vided and childcare costs are
reimbursable. For more infor-
mation, call the Family Sup-
port Center at 572-7754.  

Bike Night
There is a Bike Night at 5

p.m., May 7 at J.R. Rockers.
Bring your chopper, cruiser or
street bike and show off your
ride.

Health fair
There is a TRICARE Health

Benefits Fair 10:30 a.m. to 1
p.m., Tuesday at the Commu-
nity Activities Center. A TriWest
agent will answer questions on

TRICARE Plus, TRICARE for
Life,  referrals and other
TRICARE benefits.  United
Concordia and Delta Dental
agents will be there to answer
your dental plan questions.  The
Health and Wellness Center staff
will be available to talk about
diet, exercise, blood pressure
checks and making healthy
choices.

Honor Guard
Banquet

There is an Honor Guard
Awards Banquet at 6 p.m., May
6 in the Oasis Enlisted Club.
Dress is semi-formal or formal.
A buffet style dinner will be
served and the Alamogordo
High School Junior ROTC
Armed Drill Team will perform.
Anyone interested in attending
should see their first sergeant for
details and tickets.

Graduation
Graduation for students re-

ceiving degrees from the Com-
munity College of the Air Force,
Central Texas College, Embry
Riddle Aeronautical University,
Park University, Troy Univer-
sity and University of Phoenix
is 2 p.m., Thursday at the Oasis
Enlisted Club. All are welcome
to attend.

For more information please
contact the Education Center at
572-3971.

Child Abuse
Prevention Month:

• Kids’ Fest: 5 to 7 p.m., to-
day at the Youth and Teen Cen-
ter. There will be educational
displays and games and activi-
ties. The focus will be on child
safety and building strong fami-
lies.

• Car seat safety check: noon
to 4 p.m., today in the building
790 parking lot.
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Roadblock
information

For information about road-
blocks on U.S. 70, call White
Sands Missile Range Control
Center at (505) 678-1178 or
visit www.wsmr.army.mil/Misc/
roadblocks/roadblocks.htm.

Airman leadership
school

ALS Class 05-E graduation
retreat is 2:15 p.m., May 11 in
the dorm mall  area behind
building 339.  Commanders,
first sergeants, supervisors,
spouses, family and friends are
invited to join the graduates in
this important event. Uniform
requirements: duty uniform.
There will be a Medallion Cer-
emony following the retreat.

The ALS Class 05-E will
have their graduation banquet
at 6 p.m., May 12 in the ball-
room of the Oasis Enlisted Club.
Commanders, first sergeants,
supervisors, spouses, family

and friends may make reserva-
tions through an ALS student
or staff member.

There will be a buffet-style
menu with the following: roast
pork or roast beef, new roasted
potatoes or garlic mashed po-
tatoes, broccoli or roasted veg-
etable medley, dinner rolls,
side salad, tea and coffee. Cost
is $17 for members and $19 for
non-members.

Reservations will not be ac-
cepted after Monday. No re-
funds or cancellations are ac-
cepted after Thursday.

For more information, call
the Holloman Airman Leader-
ship School at 572-5860.

Summer Splash
Holloman Primary Parent

Teacher Advisory Council has
a Summer Splash Day at the
school May 24. The event will
be used to encourage water con-
servation/water events for the
children.

Any organizations inter-
ested in participating should
call Ms. Karenanne Graves at
479-1520,  Ms.  Cleo
MacDonald at 479-1226 or Mr.
Jerry Lott at 479-6122.

CAC
The commander’s access

channel, cable channel 3, of-
fers up-to-date information
about current security condi-
tions, closures on base, hours
of various programs on base
and community information
about  what  programs and
events  are  avai lable  at
Holloman and in the local area.
The CAC also features the fol-
lowing videos today to Thurs-
day:

• Stealth Secrets: 7 a.m., 10
a.m., 1 p.m., 4 p.m., 9 p.m.

• OSI Recruiting Video: 8
a.m., 11 a.m., 2 p.m., 5 p.m., 8
p.m.

• This is White Sands: 9 a.m.,
noon, 3 p.m., 7 p.m., 8:30 p.m.

Chaplian (Maj.) Scott Ruthven assists Rev. (Dr.) Felix
Orji of St. John's Espiscopal Church as he tries on a
gas mask during Clergy Day April 21. Clergy Day is
an opportunity for the chaplains to give local clergy
a better understanding of military ministry.

Photo by Airman 1st Class Dee Ericksonmoen

A new perspective
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Holloman Salutes
Congratulations to the graduates

from the Community College of the
Air Force, Central Texas College,

Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University, Troy University and the

University of Phoenix:

49th Fighter Wing
Tech. Sgt. Felicia Mula
Tech. Sgt. Curt Koenig
Staff Sgt. Joanna Kaiser

Senior Airman Benjamin Yost

49th Comptroller Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Shelly Ward

Senior Airman Michael Artis
Airman 1st Class Simon Ndururi

49th Operations Squadron
Master Sgt. Daryle Christensen
Master Sgt. Lennette Nemitz
Tech. Sgt. James Gustafson
Tech. Sgt. Curtis Rayborn

Tech. Sgt. Emili Sadler
Staff Sgt. Scott Bensberg
Staff Sgt.  Nicole Walton

Senior Airman Philip Johnson
Airman 1st Class Joseph Espinoza

7th Combat Training Squadron
Capt. Brian Anderson

49th Maintenance Squadron
Master Sgt. Petru Floruta

Tech. Sgt. Jose DeLa Cruz

Tech. Sgt. Robert Hoover
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Kadous
Staff Sgt. Trenton Bussell

Senior Airman Justen Anderson
Senior Airman Yvette Harrison

Staff Sgt. James Hervey
Staff Sgt. Jake Thueson
Staff Sgt. Hilario Torres
Staff Sgt. Steven Young

Senior Airman Deshawn Shinette
Senior Airman Giovanny Vasquez
Airman 1st Class Bradley Morrow

Airman 1st Class John Prock

49th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron

Tech. Sgt. Roy Monroe
Tech. Sgt. Denis Schweighart

Staff Sgt. Ronnie Ashley
Staff Sgt. Gerardo Islas-Rivera
Senior Airman Alexander Stille

Airman 1st Class Kevin Badinski

49th Contracting Squadron
Staff Sgt. Lance Dorsey

49th Civil Engineer Squadron
Master Sgt. Robert Osterholm

Tech. Sgt. Ronald Wilson
Staff Sgt. Marcus Boone
Staff Sgt. Devon Liladrie

Airman 1st Class Erin Anderson
Airman 1st Class Yuri Innis
Airman 1st Class Juan Jon

Senior Airman Jim Lord Joya

49th Communications Squadron
Master Sgt. David Gonzales

Tech. Sgt. William Nash

49th Mission Support Squadron
Senior Airman Angela Borders

Lillian Cisneros
Chris Laffitte

Peggy McCoy-Emerson

49th Security Forces Squadron
Master Sgt. Maurice Elliard

Master Sgt. Gregory Haywood
Master Sgt. Phillip Korbakes

Master Sgt. Michael Lane
Tech. Sgt. Sascha Richardson
Tech. Sgt. Thomas Sullivan

Staff Sgt. Nicole Calfee

49th Logistics Readiness
Squadron

Master Sgt. Keith Bullard
Master Sgt. Lula Latimore

Master Sgt. Bruce Knee
Tech. Sgt. Sawasdi Hamilton

Staff Sgt. Leonard Cole
Staff Sgt. Jeffery Forgey

Staff Sgt. Kevin Kay
Staff Sgt. Raymond Lara

Staff Sgt. Anna Richardson
Staff Sgt. Mark Shelton

Senior Airman Valentino Thorne
Senior Airman Manuel Becker

49th Aeromedical-Dental
Squadron

Staff Sgt. Courtney Davis
Staff Sgt. Stephen Jeffrey

Staff Sgt. Shelley Sutton
Airman 1st Class Tomeka Jones

49th Medical Operations
Squadron

Capt. Maria Espinoza
Tech. Sgt. Catrina Crayton

Staff Sgt. Margaret Stauffer
Teri L. Rader

49th Services Squadron
Staff Sgt. Jeffrey Shepard

Linda Holifield

49th Materiel Maintenance
Squadron

Master Sgt. David Hastings
Tech. Sgt. Edward Fox

Tech. Sgt. Latonya Strickland
Senior Airman Bradley Anderson
Senior Airman John Williamson

49th Materiel Maintenance
Support Squadron

Master Sgt. Jeff Brown
Senior Airman Shawn Gibson

Dorothy Engle

4th Space Control Squadron
Master Sgt. William Miller

Tech. Sgt. Alan Doxey
Staff Sgt. Charles Cross
Staff Sgt. Karl Hebert

Staff Sgt. Joseph Snyder

Det. 10, 372nd Training Squadron
Tech. Sgt. Justin Purvis

Tech. Sgt. Clarence Court

Staff Sgt. Brad Cook
Staff Sgt. Michael Leon

46th Test Group
Maj. Jeffrey Sillart

367th U.S. Air Force recruiting
Tech. Sgt. David Molden

Staff Sgt. Francisco Zamora

417th Training Squadron
Staff Sgt. Melissa Davis

Det. 4, ACC Training Support
Squadron

Senior Airman Ryan Arce

Civilians
Sasha Beck

Connie D. Baldwin
Anissia Bell

Karen Chavez
Tamara Crain

Patrick Daniels
Carine George
Scott Hardin

Maria Lozada
Dina Meder

Michael McKiver
Mary Pendleton - Brown

Michelle Landingin
Francine Pierce

Orion Repka
Tiffany Roehm

Martin Trowbridge
Perry Tubbs
Larry Walters

Colleen Williams
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Civilian and military employ-
ees can sign up for, or change,
their Thrift Savings Plan contri-
bution amounts during the
“open season” April 15 - June 30.

This open season applies only
to regular TSP contributions. It
does not include TSP catch-up
contributions, as they are not tied
to open seasons, according to
Ms. Janet Thomas, of AFPC’s ci-
vilian benefits and entitlements
service team.

TSP offers investors the
chance for lower taxes each year
they contribute while not hav-
ing to pay taxes on earnings un-
til they reach retirement.

Investment money is depos-
ited directly from each paycheck
“so you never have to think
about it,” said Ms. Jackie Hol-
land, task manager at the Air
Force Personnel Contact Center.
“That makes it easy to ‘pay your-
self first’ while only investing
what you deem appropriate.”

A series of questions and an-
swers on the lifecycle funds can
be found on the TSP Web site at

http://www.tsp.gov/curinfo/
specint/LFC-Qs&As.html. Addi-
tional publicity will be issued
when final details become avail-
able.

“As with any individual re-
tirement account, the sooner you
begin contributing, the better,”
said Ms. Thomas.

Contribution elections and/or
changes made between April 15
and June 11 will take effect June
12, for both military and civil-
ian personnel. Changes made on
or after June 12 will become ef-
fective at the beginning of the
pay period following the one in
which the election is made for
civilians and the following
month for military.

Public Law 108-469, signed
into law Dec. 21, 2004, will
eliminate TSP open seasons. 
The Federal Retirement Thrift
Investment Board is implement-
ing this law effective July 1.  As
a result, beginning July 1, civil-
ian employees and military
members may start, change, stop
or resume contributions at any

time. For civilians the elections
will be effective at the beginning
of the pay period following the
one in which submitted, and for
military members elections will
be effective the following
month.

Some of the specifics of the
program include:

Military
— Military members can en-

roll through the Defense Finance
and Accounting Service web site
at http://www.dfas.mil/emss/.
They can also enroll by filling out
a TSP-U-1 form at local military
personnel flights, finance offices
and family support centers.

— Contribution allocations
(how an employee chooses to in-
vest money among the five
funds) can be made by calling the
TSP automated ThriftLine (877)
968-3778 for members in the 50
States, Virgin Islands, Puerto
Rico, Guam, American Samoa
and Canada, or (504) 255-8777
for members elsewhere, or on the
TSP web site at http://
www.tsp.gov/. For general TSP

questions, call the Air Force Per-
sonnel Contact Center at (800)
616-3775.

— Specific TSP information
is available for Air Force mili-
tary personnel at h ttp://
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/mpf/
TSP/thrift_savings_plan.htm.

Civilian
— Specific information is

available for civilian employees
from the Thrift Savings Plan web
site at http://www.tsp.gov/ and
the BEST homepage at http://
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/dpc/
BEST/menu.htm.

— All Air Force-serviced ci-
vilian employees will make their
TSP contribution elections or
changes electronically through
the Web-based Employee Ben-
efits Information System at http:/
/www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/dpc/
BEST_GRB/EBIS.htm or through
the BEST automated phone sys-
tem at (800) 616-3775. Hearing
impaired employees may contact
BEST by calling TDD (800) 382-
0893 or commercial 565-2276
within San Antonio, Texas. Over-

AF announces Thrift Savings Plan open season
seas employees will dial the AT&T
Direct Access Number for the
country they are calling from and
then enter (800) 616-3775. AT&T
Direct Access Numbers can be ob-
tained from access instructions
can be obtained from http://
w w w. bu s i n e s s . a t t . c o m / b t /
dial_guide.jsp. Counselors are
available weekdays from 7 a.m. -
6 p.m. Central Time.

— Contribution allocations
(how an employee chooses to in-
vest their money among the five
funds) are made via the “Account
Access” section of the TSP Web
site (www.tsp.gov), or by calling
the ThriftLine (1-877- 968-3778
for employees in the 50 States,
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico,
Guam, American Samoa and
Canada; 1-504-255-8777 for em-
ployees elsewhere).

More information about the
Thrift Savings Plan can be found
in the booklet “Summary of the
Thrift Savings Plan” on the TSP
home page under civilian or uni-
formed services TSP Forms and
Publications. (AFPN)
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Homecoming is getting a
little sweeter for thousands of
men and women serving in the
Reserves and National Guard.

Lt .  Col .  Sandy Raynor,
commander  of  the  Army
Reserve’s 301st Military Intel-
ligence Battalion in Phoenix,
returned from an overseas Re-
serve deployment almost two
years ago, and her husband,
Chief Warrant Officer Five Jeff
Raynor, recently returned from
Afghanistan.

They both will be eligible
for the new TRICARE Reserve
Select program, a health care
plan designed especially for
returning service members that
launched April 26.

The TRS program is a grand
homecoming welcome, said
Raynor.

“TRS is good for Reserve
families,” she said. “These
types of benefits help provide
stability in health care, allow-

ing families to stay with the
same providers and receive
continuity in care.”

Reserve and National Guard
members are eligible if they
have been on active duty at
home or abroad on or after
Sept. 11 in support of military
operations, such as Enduring
Freedom, Noble Eagle and
Iraqi Freedom.

TRS is affordable. Monthly
premiums are more than com-
parable with civilian health
care plans. For calendar year
2005, premiums are $75 for in-
dividual coverage and $233
for family coverage.

Purchasing the TRS health
care plan is a three-step pro-
cess and there’s a time limit to
ge t  on  the  program.  Vis i t
www.triwest.com and https://
www.dmdc .osd .mi l /Guard-
ReservePortal for full expla-
nations of the TRS program.

Since Congress adopted the

National Defense Authoriza-
t ion Act establishing TRS,
among other health care ini-
tiatives, the drive to imple-
ment this new program by the
Department of Defense and the
Military Health System has
been unrelenting.

TriWest Healthcare Alli-
ance, which administers the
TRICARE program for the
West Region serving states
west of the Mississippi River
to Hawaii and Alaska is pre-
pared to provide access to
health care under the TRS pro-
gram.

“We are committed to serv-
ing this most deserving popu-
lation as they take advantage
of this needed and necessary
program,” said TriWest Presi-
dent and CEO David McIntyre
Jr. “All of us at TriWest share
our nation’s gratitude for the
fine and dedicated service of
these special men and women.”

Guard, Reserve health plan offered
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Airman Paul Walters, 455th Expeditionary Logistics Readiness Squadron Petroleum,
Oils and Lubricants Flight, hooks a fuel hose up to a C-17 parked on a flightline at
Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan. During this refueling, April 22, Airman Walters pumped
his 1 millionth gallon of jet fuel. Airman Walters is deployed from the 49th Logistics
Readiness Squadron.

Photo by Capt. Catie Hague
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Gus Macker
The Gus Macker three-on-three bas-

ketball tournament is May 20 to 22 at
the Riner Steinhoff Soccer Complex
parking lot in Alamogordo.

For more information, call the
Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce at
437-6120.

Mach fun run
There is a Mach fun run at 8 a.m., May

14 at the Holloman High Speed Test
Track. Registration begins at 7 a.m., May
14.

Maps are available with registration
forms. The event is open to all Holloman
and military ID card holders. The event
is a 10K run, 5K run and a 5K fun walk.

Early registration by May 6 is $15,
after that is $20. Early registration forms
are available at Outdoor Recreation or
the Fitness and Sports Center. Half of the
proceeds will be donated to the Boys

and Girls Club of Otero County.
For more information, call 2nd Lt. Ben

Lauf at  679-2493.

Relay for Life
Relay for Life is June 4 to 5 at Griggs

Field in Alamogordo.
For more information about call Ms.

Cathy Schreck at 434-8834.

Coaching position
The Fitness and Sports Center is

seeking applications for coaching the
Women’s Varsity Softball team.

For more information, call Mr. Bra-
dley George at 572-2533 or e-mail him
at bradley.george@holloman.af.mil.

Spring Shootout
There is an Ammo Spring Shootout

May 20 and 21. Cost is $100 per team.
Sign up by May 13.

For more information, call Staff Sgt.

Joel Torrez at 572-1500 or e-mail
joel.torrez@holloman.af.mil or call
Staff Sgt. Ronnie Blanco at 572-1501
or e-mail ronnie.blanco@holloman.
af.mil.

Aerobics schedule
Today
• Strength Fusion: 5:15 a.m.
• Aquatic Fitness: 9 a.m.
• Step: 11:30 a.m.
• Cycle: noon
• Step: 4:30 p.m.
• Hip Hop Dance: 5:30 p.m.
• Cycle: 5:45 p.m.
• Kuk Sool Won: 7 p.m.
Saturday
• Step: 9 a.m.
• Latin Cardio: 10 a.m.
• Hip Hop Dance: 11:30 a.m.
Monday
• Cardio Kick: 5:15 a.m.
• Stroller Aerobics: 8:30 a.m.

SPORTSFEATURE
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TheSSSSSportsportsportsportsports BarBarBarBarBar
• Aquatic Fitness: 9 a.m.
• Cycle: noon
• Yoga: 4:40 p.m.
• Step: 5:30 p.m.
• Kuk Sool Won: 7 p.m.
Schedule is subject to change. A full

schedule of classes is available at
w w w . h o l l o m a n s e r v i c e s . c o m /
FitnessCenter/fitnesscenter.html.

For more information, call the Fit-
ness and Sports Center at 572-3229.

Pool schedule
Monday through Friday: 6 a.m. to 8

p.m.
Saturday and holidays: 8 a.m. to 5

p.m. Closed from noon to 1 p.m. for
lunch.

Sunday: closed
More information is available at

www.hollomanservices.com.
For more information, call the Fit-

ness and Sports Center at 572-3229.










